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past many years. Such is my unhappy state of mind, or rather,
you may say, my charming or, as some friends believe, pro-
found, ignorance. I believe it is enough if we fix our attention
every minute of the day on the task in hand, think about it and
do it as methodically as we can. We thereby celebrate the death
anniversary of our elders as also the memory of men like Tolstoy.
If Dr. Hariprasad had not drawn me into the net, it is quite
likely that I would have arranged no celebration in the Ashram
on this day, the 10th; it is even likely that I would have for-
gotten the day altogether. I had letters three months ago from
Aylmer Maude and others engaged in collecting Tolstoy's writings,
requesting me to send an article on the occasion of this centenary
celebration and to draw the country's attention to this date. You
must have seen an abstract of Aylmer Maude's letter, or per-
haps the whole of it, published in Toung India.1 Afterwards I for-
got all about this matter. This is an auspicious occasion for me,
but I would not have felt sorry if I had discovered that I had
forgotten it. All the same, I welcome the opportunity which mem-
bers of the Youth Association have offered of celebrating this day
in the Ashram.
I wish I could say that, like Dattatreya, I had accepted many
persons in this world as my gurus, but I am not in that position.
I have said, on the contrary, that I am still in search of a guru
in religious matters. It is my belief, which grows stronger day by
day, that one must have especial fitness to find a guru. A guru
comes unsought to him who has it. I lack such fitness. I have
described Gokhale as my political guru. He had satisfied all my
expectations of a guru in that field. I never doubted or ques-
tioned the propriety of his views or instructions. I cannot say that
of anyone as a guru in religious matters.
And yet, I would say that three men have had a very great
influence on my life. Among them I give the first place to the
poet Rajchandra, the second to Tolstoy and the third to Ruskin.
If I had to choose between Tolstoy and Ruskin and if I knew more
about the lives of both, I would not know to whom to give pre-
ference. At present, however, I give the place to Tolstoy. I have not
read as much of Tolstoy's life as many others may have, and in fact
I have not read very much of his writings either. Among his works
the one which has had the greatest effect on me is The Kingdom of
God Is within You. The title means that God's Kingdom is in our
heart, that if we search for it outside we shall find it nowhere. I
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